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Bringing a Community Together “One Book at a Time”

Logan, July 8, 2006


Making friends in a new place can be difficult, but in Newton, reading books as a community is making the transition a little smoother.  The Newton Town Library hosts a reading night on Thursdays where parents and kids can meet with one another and enjoy a good book.  The group reads a book together for about 20 minutes, with an activity for the kids following the group reading.


“I really didn’t have any close friends in town until I started going to the reading nights at the library. It was a great social outlet for me.  I got to meet moms who stay a home during the day.  It’s fun to see the fun, creative things different moms will bring,” says Liz Lyon.


Summer months are a crucial time for parents to read with their children to maintain the skills they have learned throughout the past school year.  The little books offer parents, teachers, and tutors the opportunity to help kids not only retain that knowledge, but build upon it for the upcoming academic year.  Academic Success for All Learners has donated its “Little Books” series to the New Town Library so that parents can read with their kids during the school year as well as summer months. 


“Reading with my children individually gives us calm, quiet time together. This allows them the opportunity to bring up topics they want to discuss, and it helps me know what is going on in their lives and keeps us emotionally connected.” said Randi Jorgensen.


Academic Success for All Learners offers books to parents and teachers that teach basic reading skills.  The books are used in elementary schools all over the country and help teach children the basic decoding skills needed to gain confidence in their reading abilities.  The books consist of a set of 141 decodable readers, divided into eight different sets.  The books range from kindergarten to a fourth-grade level.  


The books are a proven, cost-effective program, with an exemplary record for “closing the gap” with learners at-risk of reading failure.  The first part of each book supports explicit instruction in the sounds, words, and word attack skills.  The student will need to successfully read the high interest story that follows.  The story in the second part of each book provides for the successful and immediate application of these skills along with practice in comprehension skills.  


Alan Hofmeister, of Academic Success for All Learners, said, “We developed and evaluated these books to give struggling kids a high success reading experience.  What started as a research project has turned into something that has helped thousands of kids.  We are presently supporting nonprofit agencies fighting illiteracy in poverty-impacted countries worldwide.”

Academic Success for All Learners is comprised of educators and professionals interested in reading, and the science and research behind the teaching of reading. We support our customers and the reading instruction community by providing staff development resources that are cost effective and research based. Our goal is to assist parents and teachers as they help each child reach their personal reading and educational goals.   
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