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“A Summer of Service”

How did you spend your summer break? Andrea Facer and other Utah school teachers had the experience of a lifetime, leaving lasting impressions upon the lives of children. Facer spent a month in Accra, located in Ghana Africa, teaching orphans how to read using books donated by Academic Success for All Learners. 

“When Andrea sets her mind to something she perseveres. She could run a small country. She does what she says, follows through, and takes on big projects and makes sure they get done” said Julie Facer.

Facer has been serving others for some time now. She was a peer tutor, a member of the Bountiful City Council, volunteered at a Boys and Girls club, worked with CAPSA, remodeled orphanages in Mexico, and worked with children with severe disabilities at camp Ronald McDonald in California. Andrea however, had yet to visit Africa, one of her lifelong goals.  She came in contact with a fellow high school student from Ghana who told her about the Porter family. The Porter’s told her about an orphanage they are about to open and about volunteering in Ghana. 


The Porter’s project to build a family-based orphanage is growing. Facer’s students as well as 320 students at Grant Elementary and an additional 12 classrooms at Westside Elementary volunteered to help raise money for the orphanage. The students wrote their own story books that were published by Student Treasures and taken by Facer to Ghana to give to children at orphanages. They made beaded bracelets that they sold at Wal-Mart, and held a benefit concert to raise money for the orphanage. Facer and the elementary schools have raised thousands of dollars to help build the orphanage.  


At Westside elementary “my first year kids improved a full grade level in a year’s time using the ‘Little Books’. That was incredible for kids with disabilities. My second and third year kid’s improved by two grade levels in one year’s time.” said Facer.
 She contacted Academic Success for All Learners and asked if they would be willing to donate books to teach children in the orphanage how to read. 

The purpose of the trip was to give the orphans the opportunity to learn. In Ghana few people have the opportunity to go to high school and college. With improved reading skills in adolescence the chances for future success increases dramatically. Facer brought not only books but the chance for a better life to the impoverished orphans.


“The school consisted of three cement buildings; a nursery, a class for grades 2 and 3 and another class for grades 4 and 5. There was only one window, and no doors. The classroom was about thirty feet by twenty feet. They have old wooden desks but no textbooks. The classrooms had a chalkboard where the teacher would write a word on the board and the kids had to copy it afterwards” said Facer. 


Academic Success for All Learners donated their eight sets of “Little Books” to Facer and four other teachers accompanying her on the trip. Facer and the other educators used the books to tutor children on basic reading and comprehension skills. ASAL has books in many other countries like Guyana, Puerto Rico, Ukraine, Hong Kong, Russia, Ecuador, England, Singapore, Switzerland, and many others. 


In Ghana, “we grouped the kids into 8 groups and we used the ‘Little Books’ to teach reading. We worked on teaching the kids basic comprehension and vocabulary skills. They didn’t know a lot of words and lacked background knowledge. It was hard at first to build common vocabulary. The children didn’t know what a hill or lake was. They caught on fast and soon could recognize and remember the words and characters.”  

Facer also encourages others to volunteer; “You will never forget it for the rest of your life. It is a unique experience to work with these children and by the time you leave you will love them. You feel like they are your own kids and you would do anything for them.”


Academic Success for All Learners offers books to parents and teachers that teach basic reading skills.  The books are used in kindergarten and elementary schools all over the country and help teach children the basic decoding skills needed to gain confidence in their reading abilities.  The books consist of a set of 141 decodable readers, divided into eight different sets.  The books range from kindergarten to a fourth-grade level.  


The books are a proven, cost-effective program, with an exemplary record for “closing the gap” with learners at-risk of reading failure.  The first part of each book supports explicit instruction in the sounds, words, and word attack skills.  The student will need to successfully read the high interest story that follows.  The story in the second part of each book provides for the successful and immediate application of these skills along with practice in comprehension skills.  


Alan Hofmeister, Director of Academic Success for All Learners, said, “We developed and evaluated these books to give struggling kids a high success reading experience.  What started as a research project has turned into something that has helped thousands of kids.  We are presently supporting nonprofit agencies fighting illiteracy in poverty-impacted countries worldwide.”


Academic Success for All Learners is comprised of educators and professionals interested in reading, and the science and research behind the teaching of reading. We support our customers and the reading instruction community by providing staff development resources that are cost effective and research based. Our goal is to assist parents and teachers as they help each child reach their personal reading and educational goals.  

For more information about Academic Success for All Learners or past articles visit our website at www.iseesam.com. 
